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Hook Lake Savanna <§= m<c_<.¢ m_cé_%

Ooaﬁdzm more Em: moo

* acres of crop land Ba :ioo@:

woodlots to oak mm<m==m is going
to take many years: and a lot of
patience. Patience was never one
of my virtues, but if we can wait,
if we can get all the management

done, we’ll see a m_::wma of .our -

“history.

The Hmbamom@mm 5: HomoBEm
what our great-grandparents saw
(minus the bison and- tepees).
Perhaps I’ll not be around to see
the little bur oak seedlings grow
into giants with massive spreading
branches heavy with acorn Bmmr
but my daughter will.-

Actually, the Eoow h&no

landscape - on the old’ _Zo_Zmazm -

parcel has already changed, but

it’s a transitory change, and not.

at all what we want for a final
vista. For the next few years,
we’re going to have to live with
the hundreds of little i::o tubes
stuck upright all over fields like

tery.
<<m,= EZ@ 8 live. i& mm:a-
ing . mwma box . elder,

have to live with piles of honey-
suckle brush. We’ll have to live
with weeds amaammzmnaa pig-

weed, and thistle) in the fields. -

We’ll have to listen to the buzz of
chainsaws, and smell the smoke
of early spring fires.

Let’s take stock of what has

occurred on the land ‘since the

McManus ﬁB.oQ was ﬁﬁormmoa
by the state..

1. A controlled burn in spring
1991 killed many of the little box
elder saplings growing in set-
aside fields. The fire also killed
or hurt some of the. :o:wwmcow_o
and exotics growing in woodlots.
It reduced the fuel load (dead
wood m:a plant Bm:oa and thus
the risk of an uncontrollable fire
in the future. .

2. Three S-moao fields were

prepared in the spring of 1991 by
our field worker, Jim Lunde, for
 seeding prairie grasses and flow-

ers. Donations from the Dane

County Land Conservation Com-

mittee, Pheasants Forever, Audu-

- bon Society and others allowed us’
to Ema $30,000 worth of @BE@M
seed on the three fields. With a .

gang of volunteers, we broadcast
planted 27 species of vBEa seed

Hoow_:m ,
brown and :m_w to some. We’'ll .

S

 design.
neighbors at the meeting offered
their assistance. They did, howev--

by Doris Rusch, E,s Wildl; \a ws&mﬁ

into our new prairie moEm ¢<o,
used a small bulldozer to.clear .

the woodlots behind the McMan-.
us residence and at the edge of

Hook Lake. Cleared earth under
the oaks was planted in moéwmm

and grasses.
4. We received a ﬁm ooo

mm:: from the Small Business .

Association for planting trees —
2,700 young bur, white and black
oak, complete with tubex shelters
to increase survival.

5. We hired two seed collec-

tors, who spent the late summer

collecting great bagfuls of prairie
seed, and spent the winter clean-

ing and- En@mn:m the mooa for

~ this spring’s planting.

6. Several research projects
were begun by UW students on
the site, including an inventory of
birds and mammals, population"

and distribution of ruffed grouse;*

and survival of young oak:stock

-+ with and without tubex shelters.
:om%ﬁosaw at >n5m8= OoBm-, T B

Lol

What’s next? What work-is
planned for this spring and sum-
mer?

A: controlled bum is Embzaa

for this spring.. The burn will
favor the prairie species by elimi-

nating the competing cool season
plants. The burn will also reduce

the brush invasion into fields, and"

further set back the honeysuckle
growth in the woodlots.

vim,: need to c&\ on_w a mmim,
) %aoam :

"Work will- continue in the

"~ woodlots all season to clear out-

.the exotic species and to open up
- the oaks." Little ‘oaks can then

The property is. difficult to
burn because a south wind is

needed to keep smoke from Rut-
land-Dunn Road and from devel-
opments to the east and west.
South winds in spring that do not

carry moisture are rare. If a south .
wind favors us, _msaoisﬂ.m near-

by will finda wn:oi notice of the
burn on their door knob.
Another 30 acres will be

_@REH& for prairie seeding by
“Jim Lunde.- Since"we have great
" stores of cleaned prairie seed this

year ESEG to our 8:0085“

¥

regenerate and oﬂroa :&2@ wBEm .

species can grow. ‘,
Neighborsof a- i:&:w area

enjoy the benefits of direct access

to a ‘‘huge 'yard” ‘to ramble’ in

that, for most of the year, has -
few ‘other - visitors. . Howeve,

‘these neighbors also put up with

the strangers. who use the public
lands. There may be-occasional
trespassing, littering, &a aom

" confrontations.

For the most part, Bm,Bm_&...w o,m
the public are responsible and

' have great integrity — but there

are always some who have little -
respect for property or rules. If
problems ‘arise, we can usually

.= continued on page 8§ =

>Q<_mc~.% Oc:::_amm Zmawmnm mc:mre mE. uumww

Dunn Eﬁ.:mma wmlm 8 be mm&& in m-.mmm this summer

* Parks commission Enacwa

and program presenters practical--
ly--outnumbered: residents at - a

special information meeting about
funding and design of the Dunn

‘Heritage  Park on March “11,
1993, at the town hall. ,

The - ‘meeting was - called to

inform residents about a new plan

to help finance the park’s devel-
opment, to give the parks com-
mission a sense of the direction -

residents wished for that am<&oc-
ment, and to request that resi-

_dents form an advisory committee

to more directly guide the park’s
None of the 10 or so

er, request that the land _um seeded
into grass this spring.
The proposed-28-acre park is

- located between Tower Road and

Jordan Drive on the south shore
of Lake Waubesa. Last year, the

- parks commission had hoped to

 raise 50 percent of the funds for
...the park’s development with
- Wisconsin

Stewardship Fund

.~money and had hired a' design

by hand. All seed was from

plants of Wisconsin genotype and
cost $60 to $150 per ounce! Is

 this seed worth more than gold?

3. For two weeks, a Wiscon-

.sin  Conservation Corps, crew

pulled honeysuckle out of the

- plans fell through
_project was not selected for state
‘funding and when neighbors

woodlots and stacked it into brush -

piles.. We also tried to kill all

- mature box _elder to waov 5@8“
. from %Rm&sm seed far and: wide

- firm to propose a design and file -

the necessary paperwork. Those
- when the

decided the plan would make a

- more active recreational park than -
they imaaa The designer had

added many features to the ENS,
to gain “‘points’’ in the competi-

-tion for Stewardship mﬁa dollars.

At last- month’s -meeting,

m:nm::w,ﬁmam, ».BB the Yahara/
Monona Priority Watershed Dis-
trict and Duane Wagner from the

Dane, OQEQ Land Conservation:

\U@wm&:@:ﬁ explained a possible
alternative funding source under
the state’s Nonpoint Source Water
Pollution Abatement Program.

A watershed is all of the land
that contributes water to a partic-
ular point; the Yahara River
watershed is made up of hundreds
of small watersheds that contrib-
ute to it. In the case of Dunn
mmnﬁm@ Park area, the watershed

-is 400" acres ‘and’ Eoanm ‘the
,m@mnmb Hills, imc_uwmm Heights

and w:nuﬁmﬁﬂ. iooam mcc&s-
sions m:a farmland;"

Under the: Zm$%> ?.omﬂma
‘Wagner - said -the town " could:

receive 70" percent. ?saSm for

improvements. made” to the- land.
that “'would help- eliminate non-

point source pollution. wnamn_%.
that would include any water

‘routing on the lower portion of
the park land. He also said the

program could cover more of the
costs if townspeople contributed

labor to the project to - Bmwo up.

the remaining 30 percent. -
Nonpoint source pollution is
primarily water runoff that con-
tains soil or other materials col-
lected as it flows over farm

fields, yards and streets. In addi- .
tion to the solid materials in the
water, it also carries phosphates
and fertilizers that cause weed

growth in the lake. ' “Since the

ﬁmﬁnam:n? .9@. :o:wom:a source
pollution that enters Lake Wau-
besa as silt from this land helps it
qualify for funding. Wagner said
a farm to the south of the park is
the primary  contributor to the
nonpoint source pollution entering
the lake through the park land,
and that by his Soac:m with the
land_owner and with the town,

funding could be received to

control the runoff, which would

- essentially be most of the earth

moving needed in the future park.
One restriction to this funding
comes from the NSWPA pro-
mBB s regulations, which might
Tequire water retention ponds’to
be built on -.a watershed of this
size. As Wagner 96_858 the
area would require two ponds as .

- large as 200 feet by 200 feet and
- two to three feet deep to hold all -
‘the runoff from a 25-year storm. *

This_option-would require more
@:@E@Q.Em, more  maintenance,
more expense, but would use 5@
least amount of park land. . ,
* Residents, however;’ oc@omma :

- the ponds and requested - that

shallow scrapes be built to retain -
the water, or a grass strip be

installed by the farm owner to
- reduce the sediment flow. Ten or

11 scrapes would be needed to
hold the same amount of water as
the ponds. Residents favored such
an approach coomcmm it 'uses natu-
ral processes to slow water noi
and remove sediments ‘and will

‘ - require less engineering  and
“park is within the Yahara River -

L] 8::::2- on page 8§ m
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m?.Em Wmmm.-nam Plan
Commission’s :szciw:nm

by Steve Greb, Plan Commission Chair

Occasionally -during Plan
Commission meetings, when the

_ hour ‘is late, .I look aroundthe
room at. the bloodshot eyes and

listen to-the strained voices and T

- wonder . i:o%nm our éozn s
. worth it..

But: Ens %_.Em noB@m &o:m
I can once mm&: sit on. my-back

porch;. the: air has lost that cold -
winter bite. The loud HmESm call -

of the umb&:: cranes . echoes

“across the nearby marsh as they

settle in for the night. Soon cho-

ruses :of mvnzm vomwma éE m:..,

- - the ‘second. Monday - of m<9.<,

month, m&@ on. %nsm_
w:oi 1 5: ,

the night air.
These m:om and moan I mom_

are in part Eo me:m of the Plan
Fifteen

- Commission’s ~ labor.

Today, through strict adher-
ence to that plan, we have kept
our township the enjoyable place
to live that it is. Collectively, the
town’s residents have am<m_ovoa ”

. policies. 5& determine the future
_ -of land use'in our 8&:%6 and. -

‘the Plan Commission will contin-
-ue to carry out those Buba&mw _
T know ‘T speak for all the -

commission members when I say
that 'we appreciate all of the
msgon we Treceived aE.Em the

. past year. We welcome everyone

to attend ‘our meetings, held on

o years ago, the ‘town o», UEE

enacted a mz.oam _Ea-:mm vc:ouru

which * sought ' to' ‘preserve and .‘

protect the agricultural and ‘natu-
. ral features of our S,ibm_r% “

Heritage Park Goals

ucontinued from: page 7 ®-
maintenance. Residents . also
seemed. to feel -that the scrapes
themselves,
wetland vegetation, could be a
major step toward their goal of

rtestoring the wetlands along the

lake.

them better visualize what they

when - planted- in -

Residents were insistent that
the land be planted with a peren-
nial grass this spring; and felt that’
the change from: corn could help

w W@ﬂ@:& :&Qm :96 cmmnv
" published in area TEwspapers. that

have beeri :misleading as to the

-~ amount of money the town has
* spent on legal fees. In an effort to
~clear up any confusion, we are

presenting a _u_.nmw.aois of all
~ legal expenses for the past two

years. The biggest single legal

‘expense (75 %) has been incurred -
in our effort to-prevent the Libby

Landfill from being built on the

western shore of Lake Waubesa.
Fortunately, over the past two

'years we have rma mo<9,& &:mw,

547, -

‘servation -
.donated mmo 000 - (of - which
$5,000  came from the village Q. ,

Hook Lake Savanna M<o._¢8 Slowly |

B continued from page 7 ®
:&w

The DNR mouwm who manage
state-owned properties respect the

_ neighbors and the community.
~ We need their help to mnionitor:

activities, wildlife health, unusual

~ events, and developing problems.-
‘We like ‘working - in an atmos-
- phereof :Qm:conw mooa €E Ea,
S a %8.3 SmE: :

Nonbusiness

explains how to treat omwzm:w and

 theft losses for tax purposes when
“the losses are not ngmmm relat-

ed. You have a omwcw_Q loss - is

, ,wo: suffer damage to your prop-
,,.,Q.Q asa nwmc: Om a_mmuﬁ.m mcow

mcow as E@ Lake 22&@.6 Oo:-‘
Association;, ‘which

McFarland) toward legal fees in

_September of 1991 and will pres-
-ent an additional $10,000 later
this month. In addition, Dane
‘County has donated $25,000 plus.
the . Wisconsin -
Alumni Research Foundation has

attorney  time;

donated- one-half of the lead legal

- firm’s costs; and many citizens

have contributed through individ-

ual aouwaozm

The DNR folks who are work-
ing on the Hook Lake Wildlife
Area are: Mike Foy, the new
Dane County Wildlife Manager
(273-6275); Dennis Gengler,
Wildlife Technician (273-5943);
Mark Martin, Natural Areas
Manager (266-8916); and Doris -
Rusch, Area Wildlife w_o_omﬁ
qu-mfé v

.HE.:&% EE .E:wm bcmmwm >~.m U&:Q-Em

> 83 of mwm wagomaonh
Disasters,
Casualties, and Thefis, is on file
- at the town hall. This publication’

as, 8338 m_dm car mooanam
and similar events. You have a
theft loss if someone steals 'your
_property. ' You may be able ‘to
deduct the loss if you file Form
1040 and itemize your aoacoaonm v_
“of Schedule A. You can ‘also
‘obtanin a free copy of this publi-
cation by calling 1-800-829-3676.

v Hcéb mmm_ mxﬁgm@m Uwﬁz_@a

>m a 8@: iu:m Em 8;5 s
legal costs may _oow large 4t the
end of the year on the expense
side of the budget, the number
does not reflect the amount offset
by aozmnosm“ which appears on
the revenue side of the budget.:

- Beyond the. Libby Landfill
issue, the town’s legal fees are
for a range of issues including
such things as an assessment
appeal, holding tank dispute,
ordinance aﬁawﬂom, and condem-
nations of nm:mm_.ocm trees and
mc.coannm. v :

Um::_ of rmmm_ mx@@bmom in BE MSQ Eow

) : T ] . “Libb Watzke Land Use. : WTA .
WMMH WM%MM:WBHOJH ”ENHO__MM_M Date o ,Hmu&w: Misc. Assessment “Zx,wnw Suit Ordinances Issues Cemetery = Cable TV Annex. Total
S o [Feb. 1992 1 494.14 671.20  595.001 3950.20  586.50 1937.00{ 541.10
teered to seed the land with timo- _M\__a. 1995 791.52 | , , A ‘
Mwmwzwwwwnm assoon ashisown. |y, 1990 | 35150 323.00] 755.60 2665.60 178,50
_ May 1992 8208.59 - S . . ‘ v ,
‘Other parts- of - the Eeaa . &MGB,.., 1 3786.94 22850 229.901° 800.15 ©719.651 1850  170.00
discussed by the neighbors - 'were  ffuly 1992 ~ 7 1007.504  237.50 _ o 8.50
~ restoration of the oak savannah' |Aug.1992 | 3824.80 . 1o , _ /
and prairie restoration on at least {Oct: 1992 | - 1885.40  367.601 152.30  367.50
part of the property. The Dane - [Nov.1992 '\ 855747 = 1 -4153.60 I R s
* County Parks' Department has [1992 Total = 125663.46 3136.60 ' 2523.00y 1742.15 -954.00 532225 568.10 348.50 1 40258.06
offered a training session ' for [ revenue | -9747.21 - ‘ ,, o A SN 9747.21)
residents to.learn about. o%aoﬂ:m,. et o%oumm, 191623 3051164
and planting prairie seed. © pan. 1901 ©357.00
Wagner said he will _um con- Feb. 1991 161.50 .
tacting the farm contractor who [Mar. 1991 | 1352.13  87.50 C  2616.001
rents the farmland to the south- |apr. 1991 2372.12  42.00 59.50 SRR
west of the park to ask for help in  [May 1991 1770.68  404.50 -
controlling ‘the runoff. If he gets [une 1991 - i 10818.07  654.50 8.50
the support of the farmer and the {uly 1991 - 7650.41  102.00
landowner, the parks commission ~ (Aue- 1991 - 18198.81 . 374.00
il be bl o puse the oL |mmaet o to
4 NSWPA program funding. Dec. 1991 - | 5321.21 188.33 59.50 119.00
Residents willing to volunteer |05, o1 | 80653.67 2660.33 722.50]  59.50  119.00 2616.00| 86831.00
on-an advisory committee should | e revenue |-35252.79 , 1 .35252.79
contact parks chair Elaine |Net expense 145400.88 51578.21
Andrews at 222-2255 or contact S - o
the clerk’s office in the town hall. P year total | 61317.13 5796.93  2523.00} 1742.15 954.00 6044.75{ 627.60  467.50 2616.00; 82089.85




